








a lot of time for was the Lotus Super Seven
which 1 built from a kit, This must have been
abrout 1y years ago {Mid-sixties. Ed.), because
[ drove in it to collect my wile and our son
Rufus from hospital when he was born.

The ward sister was astonished when she
realized that 1 was going to carry home a
newly-born baby in a car that had no doors
and only the most rudimentary of weather
equipment, but we wrapped him up warmly.

I ran the car for about two years and only
sold it because Rufus was growing too large.
There was barely enough room for two people
in it, let alone three. With the Super Seven still
being made by Caterham Cars, [ recently had
the chance to drive one again.

I've also owned a Renault 5 van, a couple of
Datsun shooting brakes, and vw Caravanelte
—all good cars—and now a couple of old 4-
wheel-drive Subarus. The car I drive most is a
z-litre Sierra station wagon. In some ways I'm
rather beholden to Ford because they support
my Conservation Foundation.

Actually the industry is doing a lot for con-
servation and [ wanted to show (hat they arc
working together. Ford have given us a lot of
money for conservation projects which we can
give to help small projects; in a way, if’s easier
to raise a million pounds to save a rain forest
than, say, £2000 to save the bottom of a field
ora lree,

1 do an immense miicage, so having a 2-litre
car means I can do that quite comfortably; but
a larger engine could be wasteful, so conserva-
fion-wise | think I have the right solution.

On the back of that car 1 had painted the
words Engineered with conservation in mind.
[ want to get that word—conservation—into

» .
cveryoncs mind.

Caterham Cars are offering Club members a
20% discount on their Slalom and Drift days
which brings the prices down to £155 for
Slalom {full day) or £180 for Drifting (full
gay) - great opportunities to have a day of
really exhuberant Seven-driving, without the
wear-and-tear on your own car and tyres!
What more could you ask for?

Check out Caterham’s website for dates, and

Drive it [ike you stole it... hoon around the cones
on a slalom course or just cast adrift.

News and events

details - and some video showing you what
the events are all about; just good fun,
essentially... www.caterham.co.uk
Bookings should be made with Emma at
Caterham South, on 01883 333700, quoting
your Club membership number.

There's also a special offer of 10% off Circuit
Experience courses —prices then being £405

for full day and £225 fora  If day course.

A competitive streak?

If you have a more competitive nature and
want to pit your skills on the Slalom against
other drivers in a more formal way, Caterham
Cars have announced a Slalom competitian
again this year-in conjuction with
Autogiym and Pistonheads - in the style of
last year’s Club Challenge.

There are a numbers of qualifying events at a
variety of venues such as Silverstone and
Branas Hatch, with drivers using Sevens set
up of this kind of driving-cars and event
being based, again, on the popular Caterham
CDX format.

The top three in each event automatically
qualify for the Finale event. There are gifts
for all the finalists, with the winner receiv-
ing a package of prizes: a full professional
valet-treatment for your car by Autoglym; a
chance to join the Pistonheads editorial
team for a group car test; the use of a Seven
for the weekend and an invitation to
Caterham’s end-of-season Awards ceremany
(plus, of course, eternal notoriety and a
good dose of bragging rights!).

The Autoglym Pistonheads Caterham
Challenge (phew!) is not subject to the
member's special offer detailed above; cost

is £195 per driver. The first rounds take place
later this month, but see Caterham website
for more information or contact as above.

Caterham R300 race series

This year’s series for Superlight R300s -
backed by Caterham and BookaTrack -is
leoking forward to a great year. 32 regular
competitors assure healthy grids with
four previous champions and many race
winners and it's attracting successful
drivers from other series such as the
MegaGrads and the R400s, Roadsports and
the Graduates classes.

The R300 racecars use 175bhp Duratec
engines and run on treaded tyres. It's a
fearcely competitive series and the racing
is very close. Clearly, many competitors see
this a great value for fast, clese racing.

If you haven't watched Sevens racing
before, it can be quite breathtaking; they
really give one-make racing a good name
for a change!

The championship begins at Silverstone's
Easter meeting, but there are other series
te follow too, such as the various Graduates
classes and all provide great entertainment.
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